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Mr. Chairman, I write in disappointment at your decision to waive jurisdiction on the Wounded Warrior
Assistance Act of 2007 and shun an active role in ensuring the seamless transition of our veterans between the
military and Veterans Affairs systems.

The act contains two provisions that could result in a sequential referral to our committee. Sequential

- referral would enable us to influence this legislation for the benefit of servicemembers, veterans, and their
families. The first provision would require a pilot program to improve the transition of members of the armed
forces to the Department of Veterans Affairs upon retirement or separation.

Pilot programs are useful in exploring new ground. Yet, the President’s Task Force to Improve Health
Care Delivery for Our Nation’s Veterans (2003) and the Healthcare Advisory Group Report to the
Congressional Commission on Service Members and Veterans Transition Assistance (1998) recommended a
number of DoD and VA seamless transition sharing arrangements and initiatives that require no further study
and should be immediately implemented.

Mr. Chairman, we don’t need another year-long pilot program. We should act. We must put into law
the recommendations in these reports now so that we can quickly move forward on this critical issue.

Second, the bill would require an evaluation and report on the Department of Defense and Department
of Veterans Affairs disability evaluation systems. This report would come 180 days after the Veterans
Disability Benefits Commission issues its findings in September 2007. The issues surrounding these two
disability systems are already becoming clear. Even if this report is submitted in a timely fashion, it will not be
delivered to Congress until the spring of 2008. Any legislation resulting from the findings could be delayed
until late 2008 or early 2009. In waiting for these findings, we waste a valuable opportunity to address what is
wrong with the two disability systems now. ‘

We lose the opportunity to make substantive progress on a critical issue facing our nation’s wounded
warriors. Therefore, I urge you to reclaim jurisdiction so that we might offer important and timely amendments
to this legislation that would profoundly affect our nation’s veterans.

| Sincerely,

Steve Buyer
Ranking Republican Member




