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The Honorable George J. Opfer
Inspector General

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20420

Dear Mr. Opfer,

Thank you for your prompt action in response to my letter of June 17, 2008 requesting an
investigation into the smoking cessation study conducted by the Veterans Health
Administration with the medication Chantix.

From the briefing on July 2, 2008, given by your office to my staff on the initial Inspector
General investigation conducted at the Washington VA Medical Center, it appears that
basic human subject protection protocols may not have been uniformly or consistently
followed, particularly in the area of informed consent. Therefore, I request that you
expand this investigation to include all VA research programs. Human subject
protections were the subject of Committee oversight in 1999, and as a result Congress
passed legislation creating an Office of Research Oversight (P.L. 108-170) at VA.

If you have any questions in this regard, please contact Art Wu, the Republican Staff
Director, Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations at (202) 225-3527. Again, thank
you for this very important work and for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Steve Buyer
Ranking Republican Member
House Committee on Veterans® Affairs
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